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Political Risk Update: July 14, 2021 

◼ South Africa: Protests will end but the root causes of unrest remain

◼ Cuba: Mass protests signal challenges ahead

◼ Moldova: Election outcome clears way for unimpeded reform efforts

◼ Jordan: Amman will struggle to move on from sedition case

◼ Madagascar: Famine response is unlikely to prove effective

South Africa: Protests will end but the root causes of unrest remain 

Event 

On July 12, the South African military began deploying units to bolster strained police forces 

against a widespread series of violent political protests. 

Outlook 

The unorganised nature of the protests will limit their duration, especially as the violence and 

looting will alienate many who sympathise with their underlying grievances. Violence and 

challenges to state authority will persist, however. President Cyril Ramaphosa's anti-corruption 

efforts will have little impact on these underlying tensions without a broader set of policies 

aimed at addressing the causes of unrest. 

Analysis 

Prompted by the Constitutional Court's recent 15-month prison sentence and subsequent jailing 

of former President Jacob Zuma for contempt of court, the protests have led to substantial 

looting in urban areas as well as the closure of the economically vital N3 highway linking the 

port of Durban with Johannesburg. Some 800 protesters have been arrested, and at least 30 

have died. While violence had been foreseen in response to the Court's ruling, its scale has 

come as a surprise to the government. It reflects not only anger (encouraged by Zuma and his 

allies) at perceived judicial partisanship, but also a more significant set of issues such as socio-

economic inequalities, high unemployment, COVID-related economic disruptions, government 

mismanagement and corruption. 

Cuba: Mass protests signal challenges ahead 

Event 

Thousands protested in Havana, Santiago and other cities at the weekend in what became the 

largest set of demonstrations since 1994. 
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Outlook 

These are the first major protests since the departure of the Castro brothers from power. It is 

not yet clear how far younger people will persist in expressing their views or whether 

demonstrations can be successfully suppressed without the authorities sacrificing further 

support. Although the government should contain the immediate risk, challenges such as the 

slow vaccine roll-out and moribund economy raise significant questions over the longer term. 

Blaming US sanctions for the latter will not work indefinitely. 

Analysis 

At least 100 people were arrested and others apparently beaten by security forces during the 

protests, triggered by food shortages, economic crisis (ie. GDP contracted by 11% in 2020) and 

the rapidly worsening COVID-19 outbreak. With the vaccination campaign based exclusively on 

the use of locally produced vaccines still in Phase III trials, the roll-out has been largely limited 

to Havana so far. Protesters shouted "freedom" and "down with the dictatorship", with some 

calling for President Miguel Diaz-Canel's resignation. Diaz-Canel toured some areas of the 

capital and recognised the legitimate grievances of some demonstrators while also blaming 

'counter-revolutionaries' and US interference for fuelling protests. 

 

Moldova: Election outcome clears way for unimpeded reform efforts 

Event 

The reformist Action and Solidarity Party (PAS) won a large enough majority in the July 11 

parliamentary election to allow it to govern alone. 

 

Outlook 

President Maia Sandu and the PAS now have the majority they need to pursue reform. Their 
efforts will still be challenged by the Socialists and others but they will not be encumbered by 
the coalition arrangements that have blocked progress in past years. A PAS government will be 
welcomed by the EU and more assistance should be forthcoming. 
 

Analysis 

With nearly 100% of votes counted, PAS had 53% of the vote, the formerly governing Socialists 

(in an electoral bloc with the Communists) 27%, and the Shor Party 6%. The final results will be 

adjusted to redistribute votes for parties that failed to reach the electoral threshold. Effective 

legal challenges are unlikely: Moldova's electoral authorities have a recent history of running 

fair polls. PAS is aligned with President Sandu, who was elected in November but was unable 

to advance her reform plans as the pro-Moscow Socialists dominated parliament. Although they 

held only 37 seats, the Socialists had been able to count on 54 votes for a majority in the 101-

seat legislature. Sandu responded to the election outcome by saying that she hoped the "reign 

of thieves" was over. 
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Jordan: Amman will struggle to move on from sedition case 

Event 

The State Security Court convicted a former head of the royal court, Bassem Awadallah, and a 

minor royal, Sharif Hassan bin Zaid, of "incitement against the ruling system" on July 12; they 

were each sentenced to 15 years in prison. 

Outlook 

Amman wants to draw a line under this case ahead of King Abdullah's July 19 visit to US 

President Joe Biden. However, it may struggle to do so. Lawyers will appeal, likely citing the 

court's refusal to summon high-level witnesses, including Hamzah himself, who is now 'under 

the care' of his half-brother following mediation by their uncle. Emerging torture allegations 

could cause problems in Washington. Awadallah has little support in Amman as a result of his 

association with unpopular economic reforms in the early 2000s, but the secrecy of proceedings 

and royal family complexities will leave many Jordanians uncomfortable. 

Analysis 

The case hinged on their reported support for former Crown Prince Hamzah to overthrow his 

half-brother King Abdullah, and on their links to Riyadh, even though the prince himself will not 

face trial and Jordanian officials are downplaying the Saudi angle. The other 16 suspects 

arrested at the time of the alleged conspiracy in April have since been released. 

 

Madagascar: Famine response is unlikely to prove effective 

Event 

An international multiagency Integrated Food Security Phase Classification analysis, released 

July 9, notes that 1.14 million people in southern Madagascar live in "high levels of acute food 

insecurity", including 110,000 severely malnourished children. 

Outlook 

The long history of failed development projects in the region, combined with the limited financial 

resources available, mean that President Andry Rajoelina's plans for addressing the food 

situation are not likely to be fully realised. Furthermore, efforts to establish military bases to 

combat regional insecurity risk aggravating violence through security service abuses. 

Analysis 

The intensification since September of a three-year-long drought has severely affected the 

already semi-arid region. The World Food Programme estimates that 74 million dollars will be 

needed to address immediate humanitarian needs. It also anticipates that this year's harvest 

will only reach 40% of normal levels. Furthermore, growing insecurity in the form of banditry has 

impeded the humanitarian response. The region's woes are exacerbated by its peripheral status 

and long neglect by the central government. Last month, President Rajoelina announced 

several major development and infrastructure projects to address the situation. These include a 
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water pipeline, solar power plants, road construction and repair, food banks, reforestation and 

the establishment of military bases to counter insecurity. 
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