
Senegal: President Sall will survive his brother’s resignation over gas licences 

Event: President Macky Sall’s brother resigned as head of a state bank on June 25. 

Significance: The high-profile scandal implicating Aliou Sall follows a BBC documentary aired in 

June that alleged impropriety in the awarding of operating licences for the country’s offshore 

natural gas field. While the scandal may dent Senegal’s democratic credentials, it is unlikely to 

dampen overall interest in the burgeoning oil and gas sector. However, it will dampen 

speculation about Sall possibly seeking a third presidential term. 

Analysis: President Sall, first elected in 2012, comfortably won re-election in February 2019 with 

58% of the vote. He defeated veteran politician and former prime minister Idrissa Seck, who won 

20%, and Ousmane Sonko, an MP and rising political star who campaigned on an anti-

corruption platform, who took 15%. 

Critics alleged that the president had indirectly shaped the electoral playing field to his 

advantage when the authorities controversially blocked the candidacies of former Dakar Mayor 

Khalifa Sall (no relation to the president), both of whom prevented from standing because of 

legal proceedings related to corruption charges. 

Sall has also exacerbated divisions within the opposition by attracting part of the Socialist Party 

(PS), to which Khalifa Sall belonged, into the presidential camp. Similarly, divisions have also 

grown within the Wades' Senegalese Democratic Party (PDS). At the same time, with his Benno 

Bokk Yakaar (BBY) coalition dominating the unicameral National Assembly after the 2017 

legislative elections, Sall has been using his strong parliamentary control to advance measures 

that further consolidate his power. 

Days after his inauguration for a second term in April, Sall announced that he would be 

scrapping the post of prime minister as part of an effort to streamline government. The National 

Assembly approved the move a month later by a vote of 124-7, and the outgoing Prime Minister 

Mahammed Dione has remained a key Sall ally after being moved to the post of secretary-

general to the presidency. 

However, while the same package of legislative reforms also removed the president’s power to 

dissolve the National Assembly, it deprived the parliament of the power to censure and dissolve 

the government. With the prime minister position gone, the presidency is arguably at its 

strongest since the period of one-party rule in the decades after independence in 1960. 

It is against this background that the BBC documentary was shown at the start of June. It implies 

that serious corruption began virtually the moment Macky Sall took office in April 2012, despite 
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his pledges to implement good governance and fight corruption. Within weeks of the president’s 

inauguration, Romanian-Australian businessman Frank Timis had hired Aliou as the country 

manager for his company PetroTim. Some of those interviewed on the programme indicated 

their belief that Aliou was hired on the condition that his brother would allow PetroTim to keep 

the hydrocarbon exploration rights that the company had acquired in 2011 under dubious 

circumstances. 

The documentary also claims that a company owned by Aliou received a secret 250,000-dollar-

payment in 2014 from a company owned by Timis. Aliou also allegedly received 25,000 dollars 

per month for his work at PetroTim, as well as being offered 3 million dollars in shares in Timis's 

companies. In 2017, BP purchased a 250-million-dollar stake in Timis's fields and pledged to pay 

some 9-12 billion dollars in royalties to the Timis Corporation over a period of decades. Aliou, 

Timis and BP have all denied any wrongdoing. 

While the documentary has drawn international attention, the outlines of the scandal have long 

been known to the Senegalese public. Indeed, in 2016 Aliou resigned from the Timis Corporation 

after major public criticism and protests. The opposition also denounced Aliou's later 

appointment in 2017 as head of the state Deposits and Consignments Fund (CDC), a public 

bank with an estimated 250 million dollars in assets that is involved in numerous state-led 

development projects. 

That outline knowledge did not appear to damage President Sall’s re-election bid this year, and 

the electoral calendar will protect him from any direct fallout from the BBC programme as the 

next presidential and legislative elections are not due until 2024. 

Without any fear of censure by voters in the short term, the president and his BBY coalition have 

simply denied the allegations made by the BBC. Sall has tasked the attorney general with 

investigating the affair, but there does not appear to be a timetable for the production of a final 

report.  While Aliou Sall stepped down as head of the CDC on June 24, he did not resign as 

mayor of Guediawaye, a suburb of the capital Dakar, where he has been in post since 2014. 

The opposition is organising street demonstrations each Friday to call for greater transparency in 

the oil and gas sector, and for Aliou to face legal consequences, but there have not been 

widespread demands for President Sall to step down. While street mobilisations will cause him 

concern, especially as street protests helped bring down his predecessor, Sall's recent re-

election, his control over the levers of state, and his positive international image make his ouster 

highly unlikely. 

Prior to the recent scandal, he had been pursuing a national dialogue with the opposition after 

several opposition parties rejected the results of the February election. Yet the dialogue is being 

supervised by Interior Minister Aly Ngouille Ndiaye, whose role in organising those elections 

made him the focus of substantial opposition criticism. When the dialogue started in May, the 

four opposition presidential candidates from February's polls sent representatives but objected to 



Ndiaye's role in the proceedings. 

At the same time, the PDS declined to participate, citing its objections to the ongoing trial of 

Karim Wade and the continued detention of Khalifa Sall. The dialogue has served to widen 

fractures within the PDS, with some individual deputies choosing to take part for the  potential 

benefits they may receive in return for participation. The dialogue itself has now taken the form of 

a committee that is seeking ‘consensus’ around electoral reform, economic management and 

security, reducing its threat to the presidency. 

Looking ahead: As President Sall has only just started his current five-term, the electoral 

calendar will insulate Sall from political repercussions. Now that Aliou has resigned from the 

CDC and an investigation by the attorney general has been established, Sall may simply try to 

weather the storm. His offer of an ongoing national dialogue with opposition parties, launched 

before the scandal, has secured only limited buy-in but is functioning as a means to keep the 

opposition divided. 
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