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Political Risk Update: October 6, 2021 

◼ Philippines: Duterte’s decision not to run for vice president may prove temporary

◼ China: Purges pave way for Xi's third term

◼ Venezuela: Reopening of border with Colombia should benefit both sides

◼ Georgia: Inconclusive regional elections overshadowed by former president’s arrest

◼ Algeria: Algiers recalls ambassador from Paris after Macron remarks

Philippines: Duterte’s decision not to run for vice president may prove 
temporary 

Event 

President Rodrigo Duterte said on October 2 that he will retire from politics when his single, six-

year term ends next June and that he will not run for vice president in the May elections. 

Outlook 

The president, who is well known for U-turns, could change his mind and seek the vice 

presidency after all, irrespective of whether his daughter now announces a presidential bid. The 

Duterte family and the PDP-Laban will take all the time they have to gauge public sentiment 

before firming up their plans. 

Analysis 

Last month, Duterte had accepted the nomination of his party, the PDP-Laban, to contest the 

vice-presidential poll. The party's candidate for this is now Christopher Lawrence 'Bong' Go, a 

senator and Duterte's personal aide. Duterte hinted that his daughter Sara, who is not a PDP-

Laban member, will run for president with Go as her running mate, but she has formally 

declared herself to be seeking re-election as mayor of Davao City instead. Although the window 

for filing of certificates of candidacy for next year's elections closes on October 8, withdrawals 

and substitutions are allowed up to November 15. Rodrigo and Sara Duterte have previously 

suggested that only one of them will seek a national position in 2022. 

China: Purges pave way for Xi's third term 

Event 

Fu Zhenghua, who was justice minister 2018-20, is under investigation for "severe violations of 

party discipline and law", the Central Commission for Discipline Inspection, which is the 

Communist Party's top anti-corruption body, announced on October 2. 
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Outlook 

The purges suggest discontent with Xi among the elite but, more importantly, they demonstrate 

Xi's ability to punish disloyalty and head off threats. More purges are likely in the run-up to the 

Party Congress next year, when Xi is likely to break with precedent and give himself a third 

term as Party leader. 

Analysis 

As vice minister of public security (2013-18), Fu led the investigation into Zhou Yongkang, the 

highest-ranking victim of President Xi Jinping's anti-corruption campaign. Two days earlier, the 

same anti-corruption body announced that former Vice Minister of Public Security Sun Lijun had 

been expelled from the Party -- almost certainly a prelude to trial and jailing for corruption. The 

wording of the statement suggests that Sun's main offence was disloyalty to President Xi. Other 

prominent figures in the party-state's apparatus of repression have also been purged in recent 

years. 

 

Venezuela: Reopening of border with Colombia should benefit both sides 

Event 

On October 4, Venezuela's Vice President Delcy Rodriguez announced the reopening of key 

border crossings linking Tachira with Cucuta in Colombia. 

 

Outlook 

The reopening will increase economic activity and ease humanitarian challenges around the 
Venezuelan border. By facilitating the outward movement of people from Venezuela, it may also 
provide something of a pressure valve for social tensions. 
 

Analysis 

The move allows the resumption of cross-border trade across the Simon Bolivar and Francisco 

de Paula Santander international bridges for the first time in more than two years. The 

crossings were closed in 2019 amid diplomatic disputes over the legitimacy of Venezuelan 

President Nicolas Maduro's government, and a US- and Colombia-backed attempt by the 

Venezuelan opposition to bring humanitarian aid into Venezuela. The closure forced thousands 

of people reliant on the cross-border economy to use unofficial crossings. The reopening comes 

against a backdrop of talks in Mexico between the Venezuelan government and the opposition. 

In announcing the reopening, Rodriguez stressed the importance of bilateral trade while 

acknowledging that security in the border region is a "shared responsibility". In response, 

Colombian President Ivan Duque said reopening must be "an orderly process". 
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Georgia: Inconclusive regional elections overshadowed by former 
president’s arrest 

Event 

The governing Georgian Dream party's claim of victory is being contested by opposition parties 

following inconclusive results in the regional elections held on October 2. 

Outlook 

The arrest of Mikheil Saakashvili, the former president who was detained after his return to 

Georgia on October 1, does not appear to have had much impact on the election outcome. 

However, his detention, coupled with questions about the electoral process, may nudge 

Georgia's international partners into taking a more critical stance towards Tbilisi. 

Analysis 

A second round of balloting is needed to elect mayors in Kutaisi, Batumi, Poti and Rustavi, and 

in the capital Tbilisi where Georgian Dream incumbent Kakha Kaladze failed to secure the 50% 

required for a first-round victory. Overall, Georgian Dream won 47% of votes cast nationally; its 

opponents were planning to demand a snap parliamentary election if it did not get 43%. Like 

opposition parties and local observers, the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

noted allegations of "intimidation, vote-buying, pressure on candidates and voters, and an 

unlevel playing field". This contrasts with its positive assessment of the parliamentary election in 

November 2020, which became the basis for the ongoing political turbulence. 

 

Algeria: Algiers recalls ambassador from Paris after Macron remarks 

Event 

Algeria closed its airspace to French military aircraft on October 3, having recalled its 

ambassador a day earlier in response to comments attributed to French President Emmanuel 

Macron. 

Outlook 

Macron’s criticism of Algeria appears part of efforts to appeal to the political right ahead of next 

year’s presidential elections by being tough on foreign policy. However, Algeria is sensitive 

when it comes to perceived interference from France given their shared history. Relations will 

deteriorate in the short term if further comments are directed towards Algiers during the French 

pre-electoral period, but ultimately will likely revert to the status quo. 

Analysis 

Macron was quoted as saying Algeria's "politico-military system" had rewritten its French 

colonial history based on "a hatred of France". He also reportedly questioned the existence of 

an Algerian nation before 1962. The remarks come after a French move in late September to 

halve the number of visas available to Algerians and Moroccans for the next six months, on the 
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grounds that Maghreb countries are refusing to take back nationals who are in France illegally. 

Macron faces re-election in April. 
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